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% HE few Lines, I fent to you, on the 
ponmse2e9 © 27th of the laft Month, were in- 
ET gee ‘ tended for the Diverfion of your 
sccm © Readers, and were the Diétates of 
po? Se <a Mind at Eafe. T write to you 
© now, I mult affure you, with a quire 
Ltrent Spirit, and on a more fubttantial and fo- 
4 Motive. My Heart was, then, fo light, that I 
wie thought it would, in fo fhort a Time, grow 
heavy as Lnow find it. IT amin Pain avout a 
ay honeft and worthy Relation of ours, young 
. Truelove, who, being juit return’d from his 
tayels, is married to a young Lady, upon whom 
behad fecretly fec his Heart for fome Years before 
be went Abroad. The Perplexity of the Cafe is, 
ht he has married her, without the Knowledge 
i his Father, and that the good old Gentleman, 
without the Knowledge of his Son, had provided 
bp him a Lady, Beautiful like her himfelt has cho- 
fo, and young like her, Equal in Family, but 
mitly Superior in Point of Fortune, Never was 
here a more Patcrnal Affection, than my Unélé 
Tuclove bas fhewn innumerable Marks of to his 
on; nor were there ever more Tokens of Filial 
Pty, than my Coufin has taken all Occafions. 
0 demonitrate towards his Father. Ic would be a. 
onderous Pity, that any Mifunderftanding fhould 
happen between fo loving and beloved a Fa- 
tr, and fo loving and beloved a Son: And. yet 
we are all in mighty Apprehenfions, that® this 
Marriage may occafion a fatal Breach between them. 
The Father placed the Profpeét of the Son’s Happi- 
nis in his having a Wife with a large and plenti- 
ful Fortune. The Son thought, that, wich Regard. 
to his own Happinefs, no Fortune could be put in 
Competition with the Worth’and Value of the 
Woman, whole Virtue, Beauty, and Innocence, 
Mm above all other Confiderations, had endear’d her 
tohis Heart. The Father (if all our Family gueffes 
tight, and much I fear we do) will be inraged at 
the Lofs of an Eftate, in which he bad imagina- 
tily placed the whole Sum of his Son’s Felicity in 
this Worlds he will tax him of Imprudence, tell 
him he has thrown himfelf away, and: cal! this 
Marriage, fo enter'd upon witout his Knowledge 
or Confenry an Act of Difobedience. My Coufin, 
Who bears a tender and an affectionate Heart, will 
ll brook thefe Rebuhkes, that make his Father 
fem to undervalue the precious Creature, whom 
ht, above all the World, and above alt chat is in it, 
holds descr; he will not, he cannot fuffer them. 
Bs much as he loves his Father, yet, as he loves 
the Wife of his Bofom ftill more, He will juftity his 
Choice ; He will be warm in the Defence of the 
Pair One his Father has defpifed; He will fpeak with 
Indifference of the Forrune; his Father had with 
Pains been feeking, in Comparifon of her, and 
Maintain the Privilege of his being of Age, and 
feeto chufé for himielf. Fhus cheic very AffeRti- 
ons, (which would certainly be a great Pity) by this 
different Notion, they have of Bappinets, may 
theCaofes of their Difterence; and fince thofe, who 
MB ave a Violence of Temper in the’Paffion of Love; 
jeetry with them that Violence into other Patlions, 
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we are apt to fear, that,.unlefs fome Precautions 
be taken, the Rupture may be dangerous; and we 
rather think, by gentle Methods, ro-break the Force 
of the Difappointment in the Manner of difco- 
vering the Marriage to the Old Gentleman, than 
leave him to the Chance of a hafty Fury, which 
his fuddenly difcovering it bimfelf would put him 
into, and which it might be difficule, co remove. 
We are all on the Son's Side, betore the Matter 
breaks out ; and we have a Mind to.make it up. 
with the Old Gentleman, as it were. without his 
own Knowledge. -OQur Contrivance 4, whar I am 
fure your Humanity will prompt you. to help. for- 
ward ; that you fhould pen a Paper, in Defence 


of the.Right which young Men have of chufing. for ° 
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‘ themfelves, and againft the Hardfhip there would 
‘ bein a Father’s interpofing his Authority againft 
¢ the Inclinations of hisSon, in the Cafe of Marriage, 
‘ and after we have read that to him, we will open 
¢ it by Degrees. T it is more particularly ours 
¢ at prefent, yet it is the..World’s Concern: The 
‘ Young of both Sexes will be pleafed with the Spe- 
¢ culation, and it may be very-extenfively beneficial. 
c cae Fatherly Gentleman, that old Friend and 
¢ wile Companion of yours, the Major, joins with 
© you in fupporting the Caufe of the young: People, 
¢ two fuch Authorities will be of great Weight with 
¢ the old Ones, and, at leaft, reconcile them fo 
‘ far to this general Opinion of all Children, thae 
¢ when fuch Accidents happen, they will not ftand 
¢ in need of fo many Arguments being ufed to re: 
¢ concile them to their Perfons. In complying with 
¢ this, you will give great Eafe and Satisfaction to 
¢ our a Family, and particularly to, 


Honoured SI R, 
Your Affettionate Kinfwomaa, 
and Humble Servant, 


DOROTHY PLAIN. 


When this Letter came to my Hands, the Major 
happened to be preient. and as foon as I. had look’d 
it over, I told him, He had a Right to read it; he did 
fo, and then returning it with a Smile, Your Kin/wo- 
man ({aid he) makes a very reafonable Requeft ;. ihe 
Old People, who are generally in the Righr, in al- 
moft all their Opinions wherein they differ from the 
Young, will not be angry with us, their Coxvais and 
Well-wifhers, if we fhould endeavour to fhew, that 
the young People are not altogether in the Wrong 
in this Point. For my Share, continucd he, J muff 
frankly declare, That, when young People are mature it 
Tears of Difcretion before they marry, the Law of Nature 
and Keafon, feems1o {peak them Free (independently of 
any Parent's abfolute Direttions) to chufe for themfelves, 
fince they, and not their Parents, for no lefs a Term 
than that of Life, are to enjoy the Happineis of a Right 
Choice, or feel the Smart of a Wrong one. The Major 
and I agreed -in this Sentiment, and we had. a long 
Difcourle upon the Subject, which, when I gor Home, 
threw me into the following Reficétions. 

Ot all the Affcctions, which move and aét plea- 
furably upon the Frame of Human Nature, Plato 
reckons that of Love to be far the moft defitable: 
Fer He, saith this curious and, expreffive - pets 

eT, 


Kettering in Nor- 
thamptonfhsre, 
Aug. 1. 1724. 
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phet, whois’ 


moves his Soni to 


wghly affetted with this Paffion, re- 
Place, where be has fetiledshis 


Aisin, and rie hay a find the Objett be fo 


ful 


is a beautiful 


doats upon... This nt Straying, this delight-- 


Wandering Of the Soul from tes own, Maniion, 
al Dgeription of the Force of Love, and 


the Power, which thofe;- who were created to cha 

have to tranfport us, as it were, from the Govern- 
tment of Ourfélves, into their own intire Poffeffion 
and abfolute Dominion. A Paffion, which is, of its 
own Nature, fo violent as this is juftly reorefented 
to be, renders Men excufable, in a great meature, 
when they feem to mifplace it on Objeéts, that 
appear to their Parents, not fo well-chofen: They 
cannot befaid to be guilry of a Fault in difobeying 
their Relations, when they are tranfported beyond 


the Power of giving Law to themfelves. 
funk in the foft 


They are 
ptivity of Love, and Captives, 


not being free Agents, are not anfwerable for every 


A& 


they do. Neither is it hard it fhould be fo in 


Nature; on the contrary, as good and virtuous Wo- 
men, alone, have the fw Power of moving and 
captivating the Soul in the manner I mention, it 
is fo far from being an Evil, that it is a Bletfing 
to be highly coveted. Jhe Man, who is born of a 
good Mother, that was a good Wife to his Father, 


fays 


little enough of her, when, tranfported by her 


Defert, he fays, in general, of all good Women, 
That they are the Ornaments of Mankind in their 
Profperity, and their Supports in Adverfity ; That 


there is no 
and, 


ing happy in Life without them ; 
That he is pleafed with the Impulfe of Nature, 


that puts him upon fo reafonable a Search, as that 
by which he may find a Virgin, that will make 
him fuch “a kind Wife, as his Father had before 
him, and prove the like indulgent Mother, towards 


the 


Piedges' of his Love. 


But P/ato, in another Place, has carried the above- 
mentioned Sentiment to'a more agreeable Heighr, 
where he fays, That the Soul of Man, which is pof- 
felled by Love,’ dyeth in bis own Body, and liveth in 


another 


and 
nets 


's. ‘This*is a comprehenfive Energy of Ex- 
10n 5 and yet there is in it not more of Strength 
Delicacy, than there is of Propriety and Juft- 
: For; the Soul of a Man in Love, is dead to 


all other Appetites, that are natural to Men. The 
Man, who'was in Love with Riches, and eager-in 


the 


Purfuit of Honour, before’ he bebeld the Fair 


One, who captivated his Soul, the Moment his 
Heart conteffes itelfa Viétim to the Enchantmenc 
of Beauty, looks no longer upon Honour and 
Riches as the Two principal Springs and Move- 


ments, that ate to. make his Life whee! eafily 


on ; 


they grow only fecondary Bleflings, and are no far- 
ther valued “by a Lover, than as they may help him 
to cherifh, comfort, and adorn the beloved and ado- 


red 


Companion of his Life. Love is, really, with 


regard to other Affcétions, what the Philofopher’s 
Stone is preterided to be, with regard to Metals : Ic 
polifhes, iririches, and ennobles every Thing it 
touches : It is the genuine Elixir, the true Spirit 


and 


Effence that gives-a golden Tinéture to every 


other Ditpofition of the.Mind it heightens Ambi- 
tion; it inlarges Generofity ; it quickens Joy; it ba- 
nifhes Envy ; it extinguifhes Luft ; ict enlivens the 
Virtues, and extirpates the Vices of Men in all the 


Ranks and Conditions of Life. 


Is there a King, 


who ts a Lover of Money? The Beauty whom he 


longs and languifhes to make a 


Queen, is valued 


beyond all his Treafure: He ‘reckons Her his Trea- 
fury ; Her bis Exchequer 5. Her-the beft Jewel that 


adorns his Crown. 


and 


is there a Courtier that is proud 
warm in rhe Purfuit of a Coronet ? Let him be 


in Love, and his Mittrefs is his Pride : If be has not 


her, 


the Coroner wil] not hinder his ambitious Head 


from aching: A Garter will lefs afluage the Swellings 
ot his proud Heart, than a Favour of her beftowing, 


will 


A Man that has a Fulnefs ot joy in his Compofirion, 


ofes the fair Object of 


grow melancholy, if he 


his Defires 5 Mufick cannot pleafe where her Voice is 


net 


heard > Equipage, -Embroideries, and Brocades 


are falfe. Colours upon the Man, whofe Heart is 
inwardly. in Mourning, if ber Perfon is not {een. 


Even Envy and Luit are transformed by. Love: The 


Envious Man-envies no Body burt his Rival, while he 


continues a Lover. The Luftful Man forgets 4; 
bownded Appetites atter a Variety of Wom.) 
chaite Suiter,.in his generous Idea, long pefn, 
marries, receives the-wery Embraces of. his tur 
Spoufe, not fo much becaufe they will pleas»: 
as becaufe they will pleafe her in giving them. yy 
Parent can ‘rationally expect to be heard, -whep 
undertakes to plead again{t fuch powerlul Impreg: 
as thefe. All. the Urgings ct Dury will be of ,, 
Eifect ; all che Arguments, that can be uled, wil 
no Arguments to theley, all the World) befd. 
Miftre(s, is nothing to the Man that is in Loy. 
She is all the World tohim: As ciate and, 
Love is rather the Effect of a generous and gy 
Impulfe than of Choicg,;-Parents cannot, with 
tolerable Shew of Reafon, be angry, it their Chijg 
be driven, by fo refittiefs an gnclination, to ems 
an Object, that is contrary ¢ ir Liking. 

What can they hope to propofe to a Son jn, 
Condition, that will deter him trom his Purpo§ 
Will they propofe to him a Woman, whom ¢ 
think more beautiful and agreeable, and that hjs 
infinite Superiority of Fortune, above the Fair 9, 
that is his own Choice? Let her sb@pas great a fp 
tune as fhe pleafes, fhe is no Fortine at all to hj 
She would be, with all her Wealth, the Load 
Calamity of his Life. Love, he would fay, is by 
xpon the Union of Minds; Hearts are not to be brit 
by Gold, and true Paffion is not to be bought off by 
Treafure of both Indies He can have no Relith 
Pofleffions, that his defired Partner fhares not iff 
Will they add, That beiides Fortune, the Mitte 
they recommend, has infinitely more of Beauty 
the World’s Eyes? He will antwer; The Worlds £ 
is none of his ; he will grant, even thar fhe m 
have Defects, and will not ftop to fay, That by 
even in Love with thofe Defetts. In fine, All they 
propofe will never avail, nor is it, indeed, reafonal 
that it fhould. If they threaten him with their D 
pleafure, and tax him with want of Duty, he wi 
tell them, That he is dutiful in all other Points ; 
will be forry for their Difpleafure, but cannot ob 
in this One Cafe ; he will, with Joy, make this und 
niable Quotation in his Detence, That he is to leat 
his Father and Mother, and cleave to his Wi'e, Aw 
truly, it his*Parents think, that he fins againft P 
dence in chufing a fl-nder Fortune, all the Worl 
will judge, that they would fin again{t Juftice, if, f 
cing his {nciinations, they make him Wretched, t 
der Pretence of making him Rich, and render hi 
Milérable, under the Colour of making him Fort 
nate. 


fore 
wif 





ADVERTISEMENT. 
A Catalogue of BOOKS. 


Confifting of a Colleétion of the choiceft Autho 
as well Antient as Modern, in Greck, Latin, Englifh, Salis 
French, and other Languages; in moft Parts of Learning 
as Architecture, Medals, Husbandry, Voyages, Hiftory, 2 
Clafficks eum Nori Variorum, &c. ~ Amongft many valuad 
Books are +3 
Plato Gr. Lat. a Serrano, 3 Vol, , Clarendon’s Hiftory 3 Vol. 
Suiceri Thefaur, Fecles, 2 Vol. Paper. 

Beveregii Pand. Canon. 2 Vol. Hiflory of Englend, 3 Vel. 
Jofephus Gr. Lat, Hudfon, 2 Vol, | Whitlock’s Memorials (beft) 
Philo, Gr. Lat. Lut. Par, Atamole’s Order of the Garter. 
Dion Cafhus, Gr. Lat. Han, xs Houle of Douglas, Kc 
Scriptores poft Bedam Irth Statutes (beft) . 
Mait.. Weftmonaft, (Edit Opt.) Collier’s Ecclef, Hiftory, 2 ¥% 
Buchanani Opera, 2 Vol. "| Vitruvius Britannicus, 2 Vol. 
Martene Thefaur. Anecdot. 5 Vol. 
S. Cyprian. Oxon. 

~—— Irenzus a Grabe, 

Pindar. Gr. Lat Oxon, 
Ariftophanes a Kuftero. 

Cicero, 2 Vol. a Grutero; 

Virgil, a Servio, R. Steph. 

Suide Lexicon a Kuftero, 3 Vol. 
L’ Antiqui Montfaucon, 10 Vol. 
Perrault Homines illuftres. 

Domat Loix Civiles. 

With rear 2000 other Articles in moft Parts of Lite 
rature; which will be fo'd this Day, beginning at N' 
in’ the Morning, at W. Mears’s Shop, the Lane wit 
out..Femple-Bar. Where Catalogres may be had: As 4 
at Mr. Straban’s ia. Corvbil, Mr. Meighan’s under Gry ? 
Gate Helbourn, Mr. Lemis’s in Raffe!-St» eer Coveht-Gare 
Mr. Fackfon’s in Pal-MsU Bock‘ellers 5 at the (haste “ 
Houle in Pater-Nojler-Row, and at the Britifh at the + 
Gate. ' 


Paper. 
Colle& of Voyages, 4 Vol. 
Hocke’s Micographia. © 
How: ls Hiftory of the Wo 
3 Vol. 
Bifhop Stillingfieer’s Works, 6 ¥° 
Coke’s - Reports, lerge Paps, 
pleat (heft.) 
Year Books, beft, complect. 
Rolle’s Abridgemenr. 
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